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1 EPA official says safety is top concern at Camp Minden, News Star, 1/22/15
http://www.thenewsstar.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/01/21/epa-official-says-safety-top-concern-camp-minden/22132287/  
I want to assure residents of northwestern Louisiana that your safety has been and continues to be the top priority for the Environmental Protection Agency staff
regarding the Camp Minden site. In hearing from citizens and elected officials, we understand a more deliberate discussion of disposal methods is a vital step to
take in the cleanup process.
 
2 - Inequality in the Air We Breathe?, NY Times, 1/21/15
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/22/opinion/charles-blow-inequality-in-the-air-we-breathe.html
For years, one of the largest employers in that area was the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant, about four miles from Minden. The Environmental Protection
Agency eventually listed the plant as a Superfund site because for more than 40 years “untreated explosives-laden wastewater from industrial operations was
collected in concrete sumps at each of the various load line areas,” and emptied into “16 one-acre pink water lagoons.” It was determined that the toxic
contamination in soil and sediments from the lagoons was a “major contributor” to toxic groundwater contamination. But wait, it gets worse.
 
3 - Petition calling for safe removal of M-6 propellant delivered to local officials, KSLA, 1/21/15
http://www.ksla.com/story/27907664/petition-calling-for-safe-removal-of-m-6-propellant-delivered-to-local-officials
The organization is demanding a safe removal of the Camp Minden explosives in Webster Parish.
Wednesday, members delivered a petition to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Senator David Vitter's Office and Representative John
Fleming's office.
 
4 – Questions and answers about oil and gas wastewater spills, El Paso Times, 1/21/2015
http://www.elpasotimes.com/nationworld/ci_27367000/questions-and-answers-about-oil-and-gas-wastewater
Nearly 3 million gallons of briny water generated by crude oil production has leaked from a North Dakota pipeline and reached two creeks, making it the biggest
spill of this type of wastewater since the state's Bakken formation oil boom began in 2006.
 
5 – Smoking ban and earthquakes were the topics of Irving Town Hall, Dallas News, 1/21/2015
http://www.elpasotimes.com/opinion/ci_27359615/texas-should-take-lead-climate-solutions
Avi Selk reports that hundreds of people attended the city’s Town Hall last night, troubled by the air around them and the earth beneath their feet. Most came to



the Irving Arts Center to ask the mayor and council members about dozens of small earthquakes that have been barraging the city since last fall — four of them
just hours before the meeting.
 
6 – BP oil spill trial: U.S. witnesses to detail spill's economic impact, role of BP parent company on Thursday, Times Picayune, 1/22/2015
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2015/01/bp_oil_spill_trial_us_witnesse.html#incart_river
The U.S. government will continue on Thursday to build its case that BP should pay the maximum $13.7 billion fine for the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill, this time
calling on an expert witness to describe the spill's economic impact. The day will also include testimony from experts who will detail how BP's corporate
structure should inform fines.
 
7 – Nearly 3M gallons of brine leak from pipeline, Times Picayune, 1/21/2015
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/01/north_dakota_spill_nearly_3m_g.html#incart_river
Nearly 3 million gallons of saltwater generated by oil drilling have leaked from a North Dakota pipeline, an official said Wednesday, the largest such spill since
the state's current oil boom began and nearly three times worse than any previous spill. Two creeks have been affected, but the full environmental effect might
not be clear for months.
 
8 - US Geological Survey to Increase Earthquakes Risk Levels in Texas, State Impact, 1/21/2015
http://stateimpact.npr.org/texas/2015/01/21/us-geological-survey-to-increase-earthquakes-risk-levels-in-texas/
A seismic hazard map is essentially what it sounds like – a map that shows the potential for earthquakes in certain areas.  The maps give people a sense of the
likelihood of earthquakes occurring, where they might occur, and how strong they might be.  The maps can influence everything from public policy to building
codes to insurance rates.
“They govern hundreds of billions of dollars in constructions and insurance cost every year,” says Mark Peterson, project chief of the USGS’s National Seismic
Hazard Mapping project.
 
9 – Coastal Master Plan could grow by $20 billion, state planners say, NOLA.com, 1/21/2015
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/01/coastal_master_plan_could_grow.html#incart_river
The state's coastal protection and restoration Master Plan could grow by $20 billion, based on additional projects being reviewed for the plan's 2017 revision, a
senior planner with the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority said Wednesday (January 21). State planners have reviewed and winnowed down more than
$111 billion in additions proposed in in 2014 and early this year, said Karim Belhadjali during a presentation to the CPRA's board of directors at the state Capitol.
 
10 – As Authorities Use Permit Process to Scrutinize Wells in Earthquake Country, Oil Industry Remains Silent, State Impact, 1/22/2015
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2015/01/22/as-authorities-use-permit-process-to-scrutinize-wells-in-earthquake-country-oil-industry-remains-silent/
As earthquakes continue to rattle Oklahoma and scientists study links to oil and gas production, many Oklahomans want to know what, if anything, is being done
to address the shaking. An investigation by StateImpact shows that while authorities are quietly scrutinizing wells in quake-prone parts of the state, most of the
companies that operate the wells are staying silent.
 
11 – Senate votes for measure declaring climate change isn't a hoax, but against bills blaming human activity, Times Picayune, 1/21/2015
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/senate_votes_for_measure_decla.html#incart_river



Louisiana's two Republican senators, David Vitter and Bill Cassidy, voted for the measure declaring climate change real and not a hoax, but against the other
amendments asserting that the climate is being impacted by human activities, whether significantly or not. Attempts Wednesday night to get an explanation for
their votes failed.
 
12- Coastal programs to see 5 percent budget cuts in 2015-16, Coastal Authority Executive Director says, Times Picayune, 1/21/2015
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/01/coastal_programs_to_see_5_perc.html#incart_river
The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority will see a 5 percent cut in its budget, including for restoration and protection projects, in fiscal year 2015 and
2016, the authority's director confirmed Wednesday evening. The cuts are in line with reductions being requested of other state agencies by Gov. Bobby Jindal.
"Similar to other state agencies, we were asked to provide 5 percent as allowable by law," said Authority Executive Director Kyle Graham in an email. "That
equates to $2.2M for FY15 and FY16."
 
13 -- EPA official says agency is working hard on RFS, but issue is complex, Agri Pulse, 1/21/15
http://www.agri-pulse.com/EPA-official-says-agency-is-working-hard-on-RFS-but-issue-is-complex-01212015.asp
An Environmental Protection Agency official says agency employees charged with rule-making for the Renewable Fuels Standard every year are working hard to
implement changes, but the growing complexity of the statute is slowing their progress. Speaking to members of the National Biodiesel Board at their annual
conference in Fort Worth, Texas, EPA Senior Policy Adviser Paul Argyropoulos said a rule covering Renewable Volume Obligations (RVOs) should be coming from
the agency in the coming months.
 
14 Two steps, one sticker begins later this year, Sealy News, 1/22/15
http://www.sealynews.com/news/article_223cdfb6-a1ab-11e4-b57c-9bf2d2e1ab86.html
Austin County Tax Assessor-Collector Marcus A. Peña is informing motorists of the Texas “One Sticker Program” set for March 1, 2015. In an effort to keep our
public aware of the ever-changing laws in our transportation code, Peña wishes to pass along information from the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.
 
15- Texas Unveils Fracking Country Air Monitor Set to Track Pollution, Environmental Technology Online, 1/22/15
http://www.envirotech-online.com/news/air-monitoring/6/breaking_news/texas_unveils_fracking_country_air_monitor_set_to_track_pollution/33053/
Karnes County and surrounding districts welcomed exciting news this month with the announcement that an air monitor has been installed in the heart of the
Eagle Ford Shale formation. As the biggest oil and gas development on the planet, the sedimentary rock formation received over US$30 billion of developmental
investment in 2013! Yet despite the immense value of what lies beneath the constant extraction of resources has left environmental specialists questioning the
quality of the surrounding air.
 
16- Another Yellowstone River oil spill, High County News, 1/22/15
https://www.hcn.org/articles/pipeline-safety-regulation-little-changed-since-last-yellowstone-river-oil-spill
This weekend, a pipeline leaked up to 40,000 gallons of crude oil into the Yellowstone River upstream of Glendive, Montana, which draws its drinking water from
the river. Residents reported foul smells wafting from their taps, and testing revealed elevated benzene levels in the municipal treatment plant's water.
 
17- Environmental Task Force Looking at Water, Air Quality, four States, 1/21/15
http://www.fourstateshomepage.com/story/d/story/environmental-task-force-looking-at-water-air-qual/37318/LGLTdKMqqUShBoCDRWmg6g



A local environmental group is hoping more people will take steps to protect four states air and water quality. The Environmental Task Force of Jasper and
Newton Counties works with issues ranging from EPA clean up activities to water quality and ozone levels. The project started out more than a decade ago based
in Joplin, later expanding to the two county area. And that group also works with those in northeast Oklahoma and southeast Kansas on issues like Spring River,
which crosses state lines.
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1 EPA official says safety is top concern at Camp Minden, News Star, 1/22/15  
http://www.thenewsstar.com/story/opinion/readers/2015/01/21/epa-official-says-safety-top-concern-camp-
minden/22132287/   
I want to assure residents of northwestern Louisiana that your safety has been and continues to be the top priority 
for the Environmental Protection Agency staff regarding the Camp Minden site. In hearing from citizens and elected 
officials, we understand a more deliberate discussion of disposal methods is a vital step to take in the cleanup 
process. 
 
2 - Inequality in the Air We Breathe?, NY Times, 1/21/15 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/22/opinion/charles-blow-inequality-in-the-air-we-breathe.html  
For years, one of the largest employers in that area was the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant, about four miles from 
Minden. The Environmental Protection Agency eventually listed the plant as a Superfund site because for more than 
40 years “untreated explosives-laden wastewater from industrial operations was collected in concrete sumps at each 
of the various load line areas,” and emptied into “16 one-acre pink water lagoons.” It was determined that the toxic 
contamination in soil and sediments from the lagoons was a “major contributor” to toxic groundwater contamination. 
But wait, it gets worse. 
 
3 - Petition calling for safe removal of M-6 propellant delivered to local officials, KSLA, 1/21/15 
http://www.ksla.com/story/27907664/petition-calling-for-safe-removal-of-m-6-propellant-delivered-to-local-officials  
The organization is demanding a safe removal of the Camp Minden explosives in Webster Parish. 
Wednesday, members delivered a petition to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Senator David 
Vitter's Office and Representative John Fleming's office. 
 
4 – Questions and answers about oil and gas wastewater spills, El Paso Times, 1/21/2015 
http://www.elpasotimes.com/nationworld/ci_27367000/questions-and-answers-about-oil-and-gas-wastewater  
Nearly 3 million gallons of briny water generated by crude oil production has leaked from a North Dakota pipeline and 
reached two creeks, making it the biggest spill of this type of wastewater since the state's Bakken formation oil boom 
began in 2006. 
 
5 – Smoking ban and earthquakes were the topics of Irving Town Hall, Dallas News, 1/21/2015 
http://www.elpasotimes.com/opinion/ci_27359615/texas-should-take-lead-climate-solutions  
Avi Selk reports that hundreds of people attended the city’s Town Hall last night, troubled by the air around them and 
the earth beneath their feet. Most came to the Irving Arts Center to ask the mayor and council members about 
dozens of small earthquakes that have been barraging the city since last fall — four of them just hours before the 
meeting. 
 
6 – BP oil spill trial: U.S. witnesses to detail spill's economic impact, role of BP parent company on Thursday, Times 
Picayune, 1/22/2015  
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2015/01/bp_oil_spill_trial_us_witnesse.html#incart_river  
The U.S. government will continue on Thursday to build its case that BP should pay the maximum $13.7 billion fine for 
the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill, this time calling on an expert witness to describe the spill's economic impact. The 
day will also include testimony from experts who will detail how BP's corporate structure should inform fines. 
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7 – Nearly 3M gallons of brine leak from pipeline, Times Picayune, 1/21/2015 
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/01/north_dakota_spill_nearly_3m_g.html#incart_river  
Nearly 3 million gallons of saltwater generated by oil drilling have leaked from a North Dakota pipeline, an official said 
Wednesday, the largest such spill since the state's current oil boom began and nearly three times worse than any 
previous spill. Two creeks have been affected, but the full environmental effect might not be clear for months. 
 
8 - US Geological Survey to Increase Earthquakes Risk Levels in Texas, State Impact, 1/21/2015 
http://stateimpact.npr.org/texas/2015/01/21/us-geological-survey-to-increase-earthquakes-risk-levels-in-texas/  
A seismic hazard map is essentially what it sounds like – a map that shows the potential for earthquakes in certain 
areas.  The maps give people a sense of the likelihood of earthquakes occurring, where they might occur, and how 
strong they might be.  The maps can influence everything from public policy to building codes to insurance rates. 
“They govern hundreds of billions of dollars in constructions and insurance cost every year,” says Mark Peterson, 
project chief of the USGS’s National Seismic Hazard Mapping project. 
 
9 – Coastal Master Plan could grow by $20 billion, state planners say, NOLA.com, 1/21/2015 
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/01/coastal_master_plan_could_grow.html#incart_river  
The state's coastal protection and restoration Master Plan could grow by $20 billion, based on additional projects 
being reviewed for the plan's 2017 revision, a senior planner with the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
said Wednesday (January 21). State planners have reviewed and winnowed down more than $111 billion in additions 
proposed in in 2014 and early this year, said Karim Belhadjali during a presentation to the CPRA's board of directors at 
the state Capitol. 
 
10 – As Authorities Use Permit Process to Scrutinize Wells in Earthquake Country, Oil Industry Remains Silent, State 
Impact, 1/22/2015 
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2015/01/22/as-authorities-use-permit-process-to-scrutinize-wells-in-
earthquake-country-oil-industry-remains-silent/  
As earthquakes continue to rattle Oklahoma and scientists study links to oil and gas production, many Oklahomans 
want to know what, if anything, is being done to address the shaking. An investigation by StateImpact shows that 
while authorities are quietly scrutinizing wells in quake-prone parts of the state, most of the companies that operate 
the wells are staying silent. 
 
11 – Senate votes for measure declaring climate change isn't a hoax, but against bills blaming human activity, Times 
Picayune, 1/21/2015 
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/01/senate_votes_for_measure_decla.html#incart_river  
Louisiana's two Republican senators, David Vitter and Bill Cassidy, voted for the measure declaring climate change 
real and not a hoax, but against the other amendments asserting that the climate is being impacted by human 
activities, whether significantly or not. Attempts Wednesday night to get an explanation for their votes failed. 
 
12- Coastal programs to see 5 percent budget cuts in 2015-16, Coastal Authority Executive Director says, Times 
Picayune, 1/21/2015 
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/01/coastal_programs_to_see_5_perc.html#incart_river  
The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority will see a 5 percent cut in its budget, including for restoration and 
protection projects, in fiscal year 2015 and 2016, the authority's director confirmed Wednesday evening. The cuts are 
in line with reductions being requested of other state agencies by Gov. Bobby Jindal. "Similar to other state agencies, 
we were asked to provide 5 percent as allowable by law," said Authority Executive Director Kyle Graham in an email. 
"That equates to $2.2M for FY15 and FY16." 
 
13 -- EPA official says agency is working hard on RFS, but issue is complex, Agri Pulse, 1/21/15 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/EPA-official-says-agency-is-working-hard-on-RFS-but-issue-is-complex-01212015.asp  
An Environmental Protection Agency official says agency employees charged with rule-making for the Renewable 
Fuels Standard every year are working hard to implement changes, but the growing complexity of the statute is 
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slowing their progress. Speaking to members of the National Biodiesel Board at their annual conference in Fort 
Worth, Texas, EPA Senior Policy Adviser Paul Argyropoulos said a rule covering Renewable Volume Obligations (RVOs) 
should be coming from the agency in the coming months. 
 
14 Two steps, one sticker begins later this year, Sealy News, 1/22/15 
http://www.sealynews.com/news/article_223cdfb6-a1ab-11e4-b57c-9bf2d2e1ab86.html  
Austin County Tax Assessor-Collector Marcus A. Peña is informing motorists of the Texas “One Sticker Program” set 
for March 1, 2015. In an effort to keep our public aware of the ever-changing laws in our transportation code, Peña 
wishes to pass along information from the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles. 
 
15- Texas Unveils Fracking Country Air Monitor Set to Track Pollution, Environmental Technology Online, 1/22/15 
http://www.envirotech-online.com/news/air-
monitoring/6/breaking_news/texas_unveils_fracking_country_air_monitor_set_to_track_pollution/33053/  
Karnes County and surrounding districts welcomed exciting news this month with the announcement that an air 
monitor has been installed in the heart of the Eagle Ford Shale formation. As the biggest oil and gas development on 
the planet, the sedimentary rock formation received over US$30 billion of developmental investment in 2013! Yet 
despite the immense value of what lies beneath the constant extraction of resources has left environmental 
specialists questioning the quality of the surrounding air.  
 
16- Another Yellowstone River oil spill, High County News, 1/22/15 
https://www.hcn.org/articles/pipeline-safety-regulation-little-changed-since-last-yellowstone-river-oil-spill  
This weekend, a pipeline leaked up to 40,000 gallons of crude oil into the Yellowstone River upstream of Glendive, 
Montana, which draws its drinking water from the river. Residents reported foul smells wafting from their taps, and 
testing revealed elevated benzene levels in the municipal treatment plant's water. 
 
17- Environmental Task Force Looking at Water, Air Quality, four States, 1/21/15 
http://www.fourstateshomepage.com/story/d/story/environmental-task-force-looking-at-water-air-
qual/37318/LGLTdKMqqUShBoCDRWmg6g  
A local environmental group is hoping more people will take steps to protect four states air and water quality. The 
Environmental Task Force of Jasper and Newton Counties works with issues ranging from EPA clean up activities to 
water quality and ozone levels. The project started out more than a decade ago based in Joplin, later expanding to the 
two county area. And that group also works with those in northeast Oklahoma and southeast Kansas on issues like 
Spring River, which crosses state lines. 
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EPA official says safety is top concern at Camp Minden
5:50 p.m. CST January 21, 2015


I want to assure residents of northwestern Louisiana that your safety has been and continues to be the top
priority for the Environmental Protection Agency staff regarding the Camp Minden site.


In hearing from citizens and elected officials, we understand a more deliberate discussion of disposal methods
is a vital step to take in the cleanup process. On Thursday, we extended the current cleanup deadlines to
allow LDEQ and the Louisiana National Guard more time to consider other options and to hear from
community members.


In no way does this extension mean that EPA is abandoning the site or the community. We remain committed
to working with our state partners to get rid of the M6 in the safest way possible, and will provide Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality and
the Louisiana National Guard with any assistance they need while gathering input on other disposal options. During this time, my staff and I will
continue to respond to citizens and elected officials, consult with scientific experts, and work with the State of Louisiana at Camp Minden.


I appreciate the community’s understanding that this is a very unfortunate and complex situation with no easy solution. As a Louisiana native, I know
how strong our communities are. I assure you my staff and I will do everything possible to finish this cleanup and protect your families.


Samuel Coleman


Dallas


Samuel Coleman is the deputy regional administrator for EPA’s Region 6.


Read or Share this story: http://tnsne.ws/1JhER8l
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Therapy builds moral compass
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The Opinion Pages |  OP­ED COLUMNIST


Inequality in the Air We Breathe?
JAN. 21, 2015


Charles M. Blow


I grew up in the small town of Gibsland, in northern Louisiana. It is dirt
poor, but proud. And it’s an overwhelmingly African­American community.


(There are fewer than 1,000 people in Gibsland; more than 80 percent of
them are black; the median household income is $27,292, little over half the
national average of $51,939; and the poverty rate is 28 percent, compared
with the national rate of 15 percent.)


My mother, one of my brothers and a raft of relatives still live in
Gibsland. Another brother moved to the next town over, Minden, a big city
relatively speaking (it has 13,000 people), where he is a high school teacher.
Minden, just west of Gibsland, is also majority African­American and
relatively poor — 55 percent of the residents are black, the median household
income is $30,411 and 24 percent of the residents are poor.


For years, one of the largest employers in that area was the Louisiana
Army Ammunition Plant, about four miles from Minden. The Environmental
Protection Agency eventually listed the plant as a Superfund site because for
more than 40 years “untreated explosives­laden wastewater from industrial
operations was collected in concrete sumps at each of the various load line
areas,” and emptied into “16 one­acre pink water lagoons.” It was
determined that the toxic contamination in soil and sediments from the
lagoons was a “major contributor” to toxic groundwater contamination.


But wait, it gets worse.
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When the plant ceased production, as The Times­Picayune of New
Orleans pointed out, “the Army awarded now­bankrupt Explo Systems a
contract in 2010 to ‘demilitarize’ the propellant charges for artillery rounds”
on the site. The company conducted “operations” there “until a 2012
explosion sent a mushroom cloud 7,000 feet high and broke windows a mile
away in Doyline,” another small community in the area.


But wait, it gets worse.
According to The Shreveport Times, “investigation by state police found


the millions of pounds of propellant stored in 98 bunkers scattered around”
the site. It turned out that when Explo went bankrupt, it simply abandoned
the explosives, known as M6. Now there was a risk of even more explosions,
so there was need for a plan to get rid of the M6, and quickly.


(By the way, Shreveport is the largest city near the site, and it, too, is
majority black, has a median household income well below the national
average and a poverty rate well above it.)


But wait, it gets worse.
According to the website Truthout:
“After months of bureaucratic disputes between the Army and state and


federal agencies, the Environmental Protection Agency (E.P.A.) recently
announced an emergency plan to burn 15 million pounds of M6 — up to
80,000 pounds a day over the course of a year — on open ‘burn trays’ at
Camp Minden, a disposal process that environmental advocates say is
outdated and has been outlawed in other countries. The operation would be
one of the largest open munitions burn in U.S. history.”


Indeed, Robert Flournoy, an environmental toxicologist and former
Louisiana Tech professor, wrote in The Shreveport Times this week:


“The E.P.A. says this is a safe way to destroy the propellant. I strongly
disagree with their decision and their safety statement. I have over 42 years
of environmental experience and can say without a doubt the open­tray
method is not safe. The E.P.A. has produced no data to the safety of such a
burn and repeatedly ignores requests for such data from media, citizens,
state officials and environmental professionals. In addition to the air
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contamination risk, we have three other issues: explosive detonation,
groundwater contamination and soil contamination.”


And yes, again, it gets worse.
A local television news station, KTBS in Shreveport, pointed out last


week:
“It’s expected to be the nation’s largest open burn in history. And now, it


seems there’s even more explosive material at Camp Minden than we all
previously thought. We’ve all heard the number 15 million pounds of
explosives, but documents from the E.P.A. show there’s millions more
pounds.”


This week, a group of “71 social and environmental justice
organizations” across the country sent a letter of protest to the E.P.A.’s
assistant administrator Cynthia Giles, saying in part:


“By definition, open burning has no emissions controls and will result in
the uncontrolled release of toxic emissions and respirable particulates to the
environment.”


Feeling the pressure from local citizen and environmentalist rightly
concerned about the immediate and long­term health implications, the
E.P.A. recently delayed the burn by 90 days to allow the state’s department
of environmental quality and the National Guard to “select their own
alternative for disposing of the explosive material,” according to The Times­
Picayune.


Still, these little places in the woods aren’t yet out of the woods. It’s still
not clear what will eventually happen with the explosives.


We have to stop and ask: How was this allowed to come to such a pass in
the first place? How could this plant have been allowed to contaminate the
groundwater for 40 years? How could the explosives have been left at the site
in the first place? How is it that there doesn’t seem to be the money or the
will to more safely remove them? Can we imagine anyone, with a straight
face, proposing to openly burn millions of pounds of explosives near
Manhattan or Seattle?


This is the kind of scenario that some might place under the umbrella of
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“environmental racism,” in which disproportionately low­income and
minority communities are either targeted or disproportionately exposed to
toxic and hazardous materials and waste facilities.


There is a long history in this country of exposing vulnerable
populations to toxicity.


Fifteen years ago, Robert D. Bullard published Dumping in Dixie: Race,
Class and Environmental Quality. In it, he pointed out that nearly 60
percent of the nation’s hazardous­waste landfill capacity was in “five
Southern states (i.e., Alabama, Louisiana, Oklahoma, South Carolina and
Texas),” and that “four landfills in minority ZIP codes areas represented 63
percent of the South’s total hazardous­waste capacity” although “blacks
make up only about 20 percent of the South’s total population.”


More recently, in 2012, a study by researchers at Yale found that “The
greater the concentration of Hispanics, Asians, African­Americans or poor
residents in an area, the more likely that potentially dangerous compounds
such as vanadium, nitrates and zinc are in the mix of fine particles they
breathe.”


Among the injustices perpetrated on poor and minority populations, this
may in fact be the most pernicious and least humane: the threat of poisoning
the very air that you breathe.


I have skin in this game. My family would fall in the shadow of the
plume. But everyone should be outraged about this practice. Of all the
measures of equality we deserve, the right to feel assured and safe when you
draw a breath should be paramount.
I invite you to join me on Facebook and follow me on Twitter, or e­mail me at
chblow@nytimes.com.


© 2015 The New York Times Company
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Petition calling for safe removal of M­6
propellant delivered to local officials
Posted: Jan 21, 2015 4:58 PM CST
Updated: Jan 21, 2015 5:58 PM CST


Louisiana Progress Action and Concerned Citizens are calling for action.


The organization is demanding a safe removal of the Camp Minden explosives in Webster Parish.


Wednesday, members delivered a petition to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Senator
David Vitter's Office and Representative John Fleming's office. The group says the state now can consider
an alternate method for disposing of the M­6 propellant instead of the open burn.


"We're talking to the media about the dangers of the open burn and so what we've been doing so far must
be working because they have started to agree and change their minds" says Frances Kelly with the
Louisiana Progress Action.


The state must make public all private company clean up bids submitted to the request for proposal,
including ones proposing alternate methods so that the public can be informed about available options.


The open burn method was announced by the EPA back in October, when the agreement was signed by the
feds, the U.S. Military, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality and the EPA.


A test burn had not been scheduled, and no company had been awarded a contract, but the disposal was
expected to begin sometime within the next few months, but that was before the EPA granted a 90 day
extension.


Copyright 2015 KSLA. All rights reserved.
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Questions and answers about oil and
gas wastewater spills
By John Flesher AP Environmental Writer


POSTED:   01/21/2015 05:49:36 PM MST


Nearly 3 million gallons of briny water generated by crude oil production has leaked from a North
Dakota pipeline and reached two creeks, making it the biggest spill of this type of wastewater since
the state's Bakken formation oil boom began in 2006.


Here are some questions and answers about oil and gas saltwater spills:


Q: What does this liquid consist of, and where does it come from?


A: Trapped within underground rock is naturally occurring water that can be more than 10 times
saltier than the oceans, depending on the location. It accumulates in porous formations that also
contain oil and gas deposits, so it rises to the earth's surface when those hydrocarbons are pumped
out. The industry and regulators refer to the wastewater by different terms, including "produced
water," ''saltwater," ''brine" and "formation water."


Q. Does it include the fresh water that is forced underground during hydraulic fracturing, or
"fracking?"


A. Much of that water returns to the surface as well. Some states consider it a type of produced
water, while others give it a different label, such as "flowback."


Q. How much of this wastewater does the industry generate?


A. More than 800 billion gallons a year nationwide, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. The
typical well yields much more water than oil or gas.


Q. Is the wastewater dangerous?


A. Congress has exempted it from classification as hazardous waste. But it can contain benzene,
toluene and other organic compounds, along with heavy metals such as arsenic, mercury and
lead, plus varying levels of radiation. Fracking fluids also contain chemicals that help break apart
rock formations and free trapped oil and gas.
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Smoking ban and earthquakes
were the topics of Irving Town Hall


Deborah Fleck/Staff Writer  


Published: January 21, 2015 9:00 am


Avi Selk reports that
hundreds of people
attended the city’s
Town Hall last night,
troubled by the air
around them and the
earth beneath their
feet.


Most came to the Irving Arts Center to ask the
mayor and council members about dozens of
small earthquakes that have been barraging the
city since last fall — four of them just hours
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More Promoted Stories More From Dallasnews.com


before the meeting. Others weighed in on the
looming vote to tighten the city’s smoking ban.


While many residents blame oil and gas drilling
on the dozens of temblors to hit the Irving area
in recent weeks, university researchers working
with the city have warned that identifying a
cause of the quakes — if one is found — will
take months.


Click here to read more of the story.


Promoted Stories From The Web


Recommended by


Top Picks


Kim Kardashian
Models a Fur Bikini,
in the Snow, For
Husband Kanye
West
(People)


8 Rare, Candid
Photos of Women in
the 1950s


(Reader's Digest)


15 gadgets we’d like
to open on
Christmas morning


(Shiny Shiny)


Iggy Azalea Has
Embarrassing
Wardrobe
Malfunction At
People’s Choice
Awards—See…(OK Magazine)


Don't Ignore these Dangerous Early


Symptoms of Multiple Sclerosis WebMD


The Approval of Recreational Marijuana Use
May Change Workplace Drug Policies


WeComply Blog


How Alcohol Affects Your Eyes Crocodile


Tears


Sabin: Why Cowboys' framework for winning


finally bore fruit in 2014 Sports


Texas Rangers add reliever Gonzalez


Germen, send cash Yankees’ way Rangers


Blog


Irving Police announce drop in crime rate


Irving Blog


23


Big Bend: Photographs by Terry
Cockerham
10:00am to 5:00pm
Irving Arts Center


22 23 24 25 26 27 28


See more GuideLive events  >


Select Category


FRI


JAN


THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED



http://eatsblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/carrollton-cane-rosso-is-zolis-next-jerrier.html/

http://www.webmd.com/multiple-sclerosis/ss/slideshow-multiple-sclerosis-overview?ecd=wgt_outbrain_nosp_ms_ad285

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F28%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F28%2F2015

http://www.rd.com/slideshows/1950s-women/?trkid=ppc-outbrain-all

http://irvingblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/irving-police-announce-drop-in-crime-rate.html/

http://stylenews.peoplestylewatch.com/2015/01/20/kim-kardashian-fur-bikini/?xid=outbrain_stylewatch1

http://www.dallasnews.com/news/community-news/northwest-dallas-county/headlines/20150120-quakes-smoking-rile-irving-residents-at-meeting.ece

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F24%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F24%2F2015

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F26%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F26%2F2015

http://www.shinyshiny.tv/2014/12/15-gadgets-wed-like-to-open-on-christmas-morning.html?utm_campaign=desktopUS&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc

http://rangersblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/texas-rangers-add-reliever-from-ny-yankees.html/

http://whateverblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/twitter-reactions-to-president-obamas-drop-the-mic-moment-in-state-of-the-union-address.html/

http://croctears.com/alcohol-affects-eyes/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=contentads&utm_campaign=outbrainblogfeed

http://okmagazine.com/photos/iggy-azalea-wardrobe-malfunction-peoples-choice-awards-see-through-photos/photo/1001182721/

http://highschoolsportsblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/report-former-cowboys-qb-jon-kitna-to-be-hired-as-waxahachies-head-coach.html/

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F25%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F25%2F2015

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F27%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F27%2F2015

http://popcultureblog.dallasnews.com/2015/01/new-survivor-cast-includes-an-oil-driller-from-north-richland-hills.html/

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F23%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F23%2F2015

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?location_0=Irving

http://go.dallasnews.com/search/event/?hc=any&dates_0=1%2F22%2F2015&dates_1=1%2F22%2F2015

http://www.wecomply.com/blog/post/2446138-The-Approval-of-Recreational-Marijuana-Use-May-Change-Workplace-Drug-Policies

http://go.dallasnews.com/events/2015/jan/23/249633/

http://www.dallasnews.com/sports/dallas-cowboys/headlines/20150117-sabin-why-cowboys-framework-for-winning-finally-bore-fruit-in-2014.ece





BP oil spill trial: U.S. witnesses to detail spill's economic impact,
role of BP parent company on Thursday


BP Oil Spill: a Look Back


Garret Graves, chair of the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of Louisiana, shows his oil­soaked


glove after reaching into a hole dug on the Middle Ground site to show that oil remains in coastal marshes


one year after the BP oil spill on Tuesday, April 19, 2011. (Photo by Michael DeMocker, NOLA.com | The


Times­Picayune)


Jennifer Larino, NOLA.com | The Times­Picayune By Jennifer Larino, NOLA.com | The Times­Picayune 


Email the author | Follow on Twitter 


on January 22, 2015 at 8:00 AM, updated January 22, 2015 at 8:19 AM


The U.S. government will continue on Thursday to build its case that BP should pay the maximum $13.7


billion fine for the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill, this time calling on an expert witness to describe the spill's


economic impact. The day will also include testimony from experts who will detail how BP's corporate


structure should inform fines.


The Justice Department focused on the environmental impact of the spill on Wednesday, the second day of


the penalty phase of the civil trial over the disaster.


During this phase, U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier will determine how much BP and Anadarko, a co­owner in


the failed Macondo oil well, will pay in Clean Water Act fines.


Federal prosecutors say BP deserves the utmost penalty, around $13.7 billion total. BP is fighting for a much


lower penalty. Anadarko argues it had no role in the operation of the well and should not have to pay


anything.


BP has argued the court should consider BP XP and its resources rather than those of the larger parent


group when determining a penalty, noting that the smaller, drilling subsidiary is the named defendant in the


case.


But the U.S. government says BP XP is inextricably linked to the BP group and can afford to pay the


maximum fine.


The U.S. will call several witnesses to the stand Thursday to support this viewpoint in addition to playing


several videos featuring out­of­court testimony.


Witnesses expected to testify include:







Fred Quivik, a history professor at Michigan Tech and an expert in environmental litigation, who will testify


that BP XP was treated as part of the larger BP group, with no employees of its own to drill an oil well or


respond to a spill.


Forensic accountant Ian Ratner, who will testify BP XP's operations are interwoven with the larger parent


group.


Economist Charles Mason, who will testify on the spill's impact on private economic interests.


 Stay with NOLA.com for updates on this story.
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North Dakota spill: Nearly 3M gallons of brine leak from pipeline


North Dakota Saltwater Spill


In this photo taken Jan. 12, 2015, crews dig up land at a saltwater spill site near Blacktail Creek outside


Williston, N.D. A North Dakota health official called the 70,000 barrel spill the state's largest during the


state's current oil boom. (AP Photo/Williston Herald, Zack Nelson)


The Associated Press By The Associated Press 


on January 21, 2015 at 6:34 PM, updated January 21, 2015 at 6:35 PM


Nearly 3 million gallons of saltwater generated by oil drilling have leaked from a North Dakota pipeline, an


official said Wednesday, the largest such spill since the state's current oil boom began and nearly three


times worse than any previous spill. Two creeks have been affected, but the full environmental effect might


not be clear for months.


Operator Summit Midstream Partners LLC detected the pipeline spill on Jan. 6, about 15 miles north of


Williston and told health officials then. Officials say they weren't given a full account of the size until


Tuesday.


Cleanup has begun and inspectors have been monitoring the area, but it will be difficult to measure the


effects on the environment and wildlife until the ice melts, said Dave Glatt, chief of the North Dakota


Department of Health's environmental health section. Some previous saltwater spills have taken years to


clean up.


"This is not something we want to happen in North Dakota," Glatt said.


At the moment, the spill doesn't threaten public drinking water or human health, Glatt said. He said a


handful of farmers have been asked to keep their livestock away from the two creeks, the smaller of which


will be drained.


The saltwater, known as brine, is an unwanted byproduct of oil and natural gas production that is much


saltier than sea water and may also contain petroleum and residue from hydraulic fracturing operations.


The new spill is almost three times larger than one that fouled a portion of the Fort Berthold Indian


Reservation in July. Another million­gallon saltwater spill in 2006, near Alexander, is still being cleaned up


nearly a decade later.


Summit Midstream said in a statement Wednesday that about 65,000 barrels of a mix of freshwater and


brine have been pumped out from Blacktail Creek. Brine also reached the bigger Little Muddy Creek and







potentially the Missouri River.


Glatt said the Blacktail Creek will be fully drained as part of the initial cleanup, but the water and soil will


have to be continuously tested until after the spring thaw because some of the contaminated water has


frozen. The Little Muddy Creek will not be drained because it is bigger than the Blacktail Creek and the


saltwater is being diluted.


"We will be monitoring to see how quickly it gets back to natural background water quality conditions, and


we are already starting to see that," Glatt said of the Little Muddy Creek. "It's getting back pretty quickly."


Summit Midstream's chief operating officer, Rene Casadaban, said in a statement that the company's "full


and undivided attention" is focused on cleaning up the spill and repairing any environmental damage.


Spokesman Jonathan Morgan did not immediately confirm exactly when the spill began. It also was not clear


what caused the pipeline to rupture. Glatt said the company has found the damaged portion of pipeline and


it was sent to a laboratory to determine what caused the hole.


North Dakota has suffered scores of saltwater spills since the state's oil boom began in earnest in 2006.


A network of saltwater pipelines extends to hundreds of disposal wells in the western part of the state,


where the briny water is pumped underground for permanent storage. Legislation to mandate flow meters


and cutoff switches on saltwater pipelines was overwhelmingly rejected in the Legislature in 2013.


Wayde Schafer, a North Dakota spokesman for the Sierra Club, called the brine "a real toxic mix" and "an


extreme threat to the environment and people's health."


"Technology exists to prevent these spills and nothing is being done," said Schafer. "Better pipelines, flow


meters, cutoff switches, more inspectors — something has got to be done."


Daryl Peterson, a grain farmer from Mohall who has had spills on his property, said the latest incident


underscores the need for tougher regulation and enforcement.


"Until we start holding companies fully accountable with penalties, I don't think we're going to change this


whole situation we have in North Dakota," said Peterson, a board member of the Northwest Landowners


Association.


___
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BY MOSE BUCHELE


US Geological Survey to Increase
Earthquakes Risk Levels in Texas


COURTESY OF THE USGS.


A current earthquake hazard map on the USGS website.


A seismic hazard map is essentially what it sounds like – a map that shows the potential
for earthquakes in certain areas.  The maps give people a sense of the likelihood of
earthquakes occurring, where they might occur, and how strong they might be.  The maps
can influence everything from public policy to building codes to insurance rates.


“They govern hundreds of billions of dollars in constructions and insurance cost every
year,” says Mark Peterson, project chief of the USGS’s National Seismic Hazard Mapping
project.


So it’s worth noting that the USGS plans to update the maps for Texas (and other parts of
the country) to account for an increase in man­made earthquakes.
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The current map delineates "non­tectonic" quake
activity in areas where man­made earthquakes have
been studied.


The changes to the Texas maps come after a large increase in quakes in certain parts of
the state, many of them thought to be caused by oil and gas drilling activity. Studies have
shown how the injection of oil and gas drilling waste into the ground can cause quakes.
Other quakes may be caused by fracking itself or by enhanced oil recovery. These quakes
are often called “man­made” or “induced” earthquakes.


Earthquakes “swarms” near Dallas have garnered
a lot of attention. But Peterson says they are a
small part of a bigger picture.


“There are several places in Texas we’re
monitoring increases in seismic activity.” Peterson
says. “These include Cogdell [in Snyder], Fashing,
Timpson, Azle and the Dallas Fort Worth Area.”


While almost all of these quakes have been weak
ones, some have caused damage.


Peterson says the largest likely manmade
earthquake he knows of was a 5.6 in Oklahoma. In
2014 a study published in the Journal of
Geological Research indicated that the quake
was caused by a series of smaller quakes that
were caused by injection. The earthquake was the
largest Oklahoma had ever seen.


In Texas, property owners have blamed foundation
and chimney damage on quakes. Officials from the
town of Timpson said a quake there damaged its


water well causing hundreds of thousands of dollars of damage.


But there are still a lot questions when it comes to how manmade quakes work.  How long
do they continue if the activity that caused them is put on hold? Can they get stronger? Can
human activity in one place cause the earth to move far from where that activity took
place? All of those unknowns make them difficult to forecast.


“It’s not easy in the case of induced
seismicity. The seismicity models seem to
change very rapidly, and they change
based on financial decisions, economic
decisions, and public policy decisions,”
Peterson says. “And that makes it difficult
for us to forecast the future.”


According to Peterson the new maps will
be based on shorter periods of time so that
predictions and decisions can be made based on seismic projections for the next year in
advance.


Maps updated in 2014 did indicate areas of “nontectonic” induced earthquake activity in
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Texas. But Peterson says the new maps will makes those distinctions clearer. In initially,
they will include different forecast scenarios based on different theories about man­made
quakes.


“So we’re playing with different input parameters trying to understand what the impacts
would be for hazard,” he says.  “In the end we need to make some final decisions on what
we want to say to the public about these different models, and what the USGS feels like is
the best available science in this area.”


He expects that preliminary maps including different scenarios for earthquake hazard in
the next few months.  A final model would be coming out after that.


“I think that people need to be aware that there is an earthquake risk associated with these
induced earthquakes,” he says.
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Coastal Master Plan could grow by $20 billion, state planners say


Proposed­2017­eastern­coast­projects.jpg


Initial view of coastal restoration and protection projects being considered for inclusion in the Coastal


Protection and Restoration Authority's 2017 Master Plan revision. (Coastal Protection and Restoration


Authority)


Mark Schleifstein, NOLA.com | The Times­Picayune By Mark Schleifstein, NOLA.com | The Times­


Picayune 


Email the author | Follow on Twitter 


on January 21, 2015 at 7:26 PM


The state's coastal protection and restoration Master Plan could grow by $20 billion, based on additional


projects being reviewed for the plan's 2017 revision, a senior planner with the Coastal Protection and


Restoration Authority said Wednesday (January 21).


State planners have reviewed and winnowed down more than $111 billion in additions proposed in in 2014


and early this year, said Karim Belhadjali during a presentation to the CPRA's board of directors at the state


Capitol.


See presentations on coastal issues made to the CPRA on Wednesday.


The authority also heard from staff scientists that tentative locations have been selected for building


moderately large diversions of sediment and water from the lower Mississippi River into Breton Sound and


Barataria Bay. The Breton diversion would be built near Port Sulphur, and the Barataria diversion would be


built near Diamond, both in lower Plaquemines Parish, said Coastal Resource Scientist Kent Bollfrass.


An early estimate of the cost of the Port Sulphur diversion on the east bank of the river would be $373.8


million, while the Diamond diversion is estimated to cost $653.8 million. The Diamond diversion will require a


concrete channel that cuts through both the Mississippi River levee and a hurricane levee, while the Port


Sulphur project will require a concrete channel only through the river levee.


Planners also have eliminated all but one of nearly a dozen proposals for limiting the flow of salt water from


the Gulf of Mexico into wetlands through the Calcasieu Ship Channel, the authority was told by Coastal


Resources Scientist Austin Feldbaum.


Eliminated were proposals to build a 430­foot gate across a 45­foot channel in the river that would turn the


channel into the equivalent of a shipping lock, and could cost as much as $762.5 million.







Instead, the proposed plan calls for isolating the ship channel ­­ and the high salinity water ­­ with


structures along the channel. The channel is used by ships that travel through Cameron and Calcasieu


parishes to major chemical manufacturing and oil refining facilities. Several liquefied natural gas facilities


also are planned along the channel, and the tentative plan was selected in part to accomodate the ultra­


large vessels that will be serving those facilities.


The authority also heard a presentation from the chairman of a scientific panel advising state officials on


issues involving the selection and design of major diversion projects along the Mississippi River.


John Wells, dean of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and chairman of the Expert Panel on Diversion


Planning and Implementation, presented the authority the panel's third detailed report, which included


recommendations on how the state should proceed with socioeconomic analyses designed to measure the


effects of the diversion projects in general, and individual diversions, on various stakeholders, including


fishers. It also made recommendations for biophysical and ecosystem modeling that should be completed to


support diversion planning.


Among the recommendations is to create a new, independent working group of eight scientists early this


year to determine whether monitoring data on how food and other needed materials will be available for


fish and other organisms if the diversions are built. The concern is that the sediment, and possibly the


higher nutrient content of river water, may change the availability of organisms living in bottom sediments


on which fish and other species depend.


In his presentation on the master plan upgrade, Belhadjali explained that the proposals were presented to


the state by the public and major stakeholders, such as private landowners, local officials, and scientists,


during two separate public comment periods in 2014.


The proposals were requested to meet certain needs:


* Build or sustain land through project types already identified in the 2012 version of the plan.


* Provide significant flood risk reduction through structural and so­called non­structural projects, which


includes raising buildings or buying structures in flood­prone areas.


* Projects aimed at "radical shifts" in coastal landscape areas that resulted from hurricanes or other


disasters since the 2012 plan was approved.


* Projects that address future uncertainty challenges, such as climate change.


The planners also have eliminated a variety of projects that were included in the 2012 plan, such as


proposals to protect the banks of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway through the central part of the state,


which the state insists is the responsibility of the Army Corps of Engineers because it is a federal navigation


channel.







Planners also reviewed more than 500 projects that had been considered by the Louisiana Oil Spill


Coordinator's Office as part of a variety of Natural Resource Damage Assessment proposals resulting from


oil spills.


The planners attempted to combine similar projects in similar locations, and eliminated smaller proposals,


including marsh creation projects of less than 500 acres. Others were eliminated because they weren't


consistent with master plan objectives, or were proposed in areas where land building is already occurring.


The planners also reviewed existing project proposals for improvements or for ways the state could add to


projects already underway.


For instance, the state expects to accept a plan to increase the risk reduction properties of the Oakville to


LaReussite back levee on the West Bank of Plaquemines Parish, which the corps is building as a non­federal


project that will not meet the federal standard of protecting from surges caused by hurricanes with a 1


percent chance of happening each year, the so­called 100­year storm.


The state would propose finding money elsewhere to raise that levee to the 100­year standard as part of


the master plan update, Belhadjali said.


In other cases, projects are being dropped either because they've been completed, or because their


improvements should be considered part of routine operation and maintenance. An example, he said, are


changes under way in the Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion Project on the east bank in Plaquemines that


are aimed at increasing sediment flow.


© 2015 NOLA.com. All rights reserved.







JOE WERTZ / STATEIMPACT OKLAHOMA


Oil­field workers in November 2014 tending to American Energy­Woodford's Judge South well near Perkins, Okla.,
shortly after the Oklahoma Corporation Commission ordered it temporarily shut­in.


As earthquakes continue to rattle Oklahoma and scientists study links to oil and gas
production, many Oklahomans want to know what, if anything, is being done to address the
shaking.
An investigation by StateImpact shows that while authorities are quietly scrutinizing wells in
quake­prone parts of the state, most of the companies that operate the wells are staying
silent.


Marla’s Salon looks like a little house. It has a fence and a yard and a collie keeping watch
at the door. Inside, the owner, Marla Stevens, snips and blow­dries. There’s buzzing in the
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salon, too, including clatter from hair clippers and chatter about earthquakes.


Marla’s Salon is six miles south of Stillwater in Payne County, which is now earthquake
country.
The salon and the real house behind it, where Stevens and her husband live, sit atop a
geological formation called the Arbuckle, which has recently come alive with earthquakes.
Even though most of the quakes are minor — in the magnitude­2.0 or ­3.0 range —
Stevens says they don’t feel small. A 3.8­magnitude quake that struck here in November
2014 knocked all the bottles of dye off the shelves.


“They all fell down,” Stevens says. “And my angel fell off the wall — and her head fell off.”
More than 560 magnitude­3.0 or larger earthquakes were recorded in Oklahoma in 2014,
more than twice as many as California and the most among any state in the Lower 48.


Scores of peer­reviewed scientific papers suggest much of the shaking has been
triggered by disposal wells that the energy industry pumps full of waste fluid, a byproduct of
oil and gas production.
Stevens’ husband, Roger, says he believes the wells are a contributing factor in at least
some of the shaking.


“I want to know if it being caused by the oil companies or not,” he says. “If it is that, they
need to do something about it.”


‘Areas of interest’


The Oklahoma Corporation Commission, the state’s oil and gas regulator, enacted stricter
monitoring requirements disposal well operators in 2014.


Other states — including Arkansas, Colorado, Texas and Ohio — have reported
earthquakes that seismologists say were likely triggered, or “induced,” by disposal wells.
Many of those states were more aggressive than Oklahoma in responding with formal
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rules.


The Corporation Commission, however, has revised its permitting process to scrutinize
disposal wells and their operators.


The commission has defined “areas of interest,” wherein concentrated seismic activity
warrants extra review of both proposed and existing disposal wells.


If approved, new disposal wells within six miles of the epicenter of a 4.0­magnitude or
larger earthquake, or within two miles of faults designated by the Oklahoma Geological
Survey to likely be under the most stress, are issued “traffic light” permits. The exact
language differs from well to well, but these temporary, six­month permit often limit well
pressures and injection volumes. They also define a “red light” condition, in which a
significant increase in earthquake activity triggers a well shutdown.


For existing wells, a magnitude­4.0 earthquake alone prompts a review of every disposal
well operation within six miles.


“We’re systematically looking at all these wells, especially the ones in the areas where
we’re having seismicity, and we’re seeing if they were completed in strict compliance with
their permit,” says Tim Baker, director of Oklahoma Corporation Commission’s oil and
gas division.


While scientists still are trying to understand what combination of geologic features and
disposal well parameters are most likely to trigger earthquakes, there is wide consensus
on several factors that appear most risky. One factor is disposal wells that are drilled into
basement rock, the hard layer of granite underneath oil and gas deposits.


“That’s the highest risk scenario we can get into if we’re looking for the possibility of
disposal wells generating pressures on faults,” Baker says.


Injecting waste fluid near critically stressed fault lines is another big risk factor. Baker says
the commission is working with the state Geological Survey and other scientists to better
map Oklahoma’s faults.


Directives and orders


The Corporation Commission’s permit scrutiny has led to regulatory sanctions — known
as directives or orders — of at least 18 disposal wells in earthquake­prone regions, a
StateImpact examination of well records and documents obtained through Open Records
Act requests show.
Among those, six were ordered to temporarily shut down or to slow or cease waste fluid
injection.


StateImpact contacted the companies that operate the wells — American Energy
Partners­Woodford, Bosque Disposal Systems, B.R. Polk, B&W Operating, Devon
Energy, Pedestal Oil, Petro Warrior, RC Taylor Companies, Red Fork Energy and Spess
Oil Company — to find out what, if anything, they were doing to monitor and minimize the
risk of earthquakes.


Most of the companies didn’t reply or declined StateImpact’s requests for comment.
Denver­based Sundance Energy was the only company that agreed to an interview.


“We’ve done a lot of extra work and spent some money and time to help with the
commission in this particular area,” says Jim Nondorf, a geologist with Sundance’s
Oklahoma operation.
Even though the earthquake activity started before Sundance’s Conforth disposal well in
Logan County had gone online, Nondorf says Sundance supplied the commission with
drilling logs and extra data.
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“We showed them everything, and they came back and said we were compliant in doing
everything that we were supposed to do. One­hundred percent compliance,” Nondorf says.


Most of the other companies that were issued orders after quake­related inspections are
suspected of drilling into basement rock, records show. Those companies can provide
logs and data that prove otherwise, or they can pump in cement to reduce the well’s depth,
the Corporation Commission’s Baker says. If they don’t, Baker says they won’t be allowed
to continue using the disposal well.
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Senate votes for measure declaring climate change isn't a hoax,
but against bills blaming human activity


James Inhofe


Sen. James Inhofe, R­Okla., is surrounded by reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 7,


2015. On Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015, he voted for a measure declaring that climate change is not a hoax, a


surprise to some because he has long been known as the Senate's biggest skeptic on global warming. AP
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on January 21, 2015 at 8:02 PM, updated January 21, 2015 at 8:31 PM


WASHINGTON ­­ The Senate voted 98­1 Wednesday to declare that "climate change is real and not a


hoax."


But it voted 50­49, 10 votes short of the 60 needed, thereby failing to adopt another measure declaring


that human activities are "significantly" impacting climate.


The Senate also voted 59­40, one vote short of the 60 needed, to proclaim that human beings contributed


to climate change. That measure left out the word "significantly."


Louisiana's two Republican senators, David Vitter and Bill Cassidy, voted for the measure declaring climate


change real and not a hoax, but against the other amendments asserting that the climate is being impacted


by human activities, whether significantly or not. Attempts Wednesday night to get an explanation for their


votes failed.


The climate change votes were on amendments to legislation that would approve the Keystone XL Pipeline,


bypassing the Obama administration. The House has already passed the bill.


Earlier Wednesday, Vitter and Cassidy offered an amendment that would speed up revenue sharing for


Louisiana and other Gulf states under a 2006 law sponsored by former Sens. Pete Domenici, R­Ok., and


Mary Landrieu, D­La.


The Domenici­Landrieu bill, which provides for 37.5 percent in revenue sharing starting in 2017, would be


amended under the Vitter­Cassidy bill to start in 2016, one year earlier. It would also increase the $500


million cap to $699 million, starting in 2017, through 2055.


It would also establish revenue sharing for any oil and gas developed off the state of Virginia. Since







Virginia's two senators, Democrats Tim Kaine and Mark Warner, support drilling off the Virginia coast,


Republicans hope the revenue sharing amendment for Virginia might persuade the two to vote for the


Keystone bill, and more importantly, to override a promised veto from President Barack Obama.


The Senate is believed to be several votes short of the 67 needed to override the president on the


Keystone bill.


Perhaps, the biggest surprise Wednesday during the climate change votes Wednesday was the yes vote


for the measure declaring that climate change is real and not a hoax by Sen. Jim Inhofe, R­Okla., who has


been the Senate's leading global warming skeptic.


"Climate is changing and climate has always changed and always will," said Inhofe, adding that doesn't


mean it is caused by human activity.


Republican Sen. Roger Wicker of Mississippi cast the lone no vote on the measure.


During his State of the Union message Tuesday night, President Obama challenged members of Congress


who don't agree human activities are contributing to climate change.


  "2014 was the planet's warmest year on record.  Now, one year doesn't make a trend, but this does: 14


of the 15 warmest years on record have all fallen in the first 15 years of this century," Obama said.


"I've heard some folks try to dodge the evidence by saying they're not scientists; that we don't have


enough information to act," Obama continued. "Well, I'm not a scientist, either.  But you know what, I know


a lot of really good scientists at NASA, and at NOAA, and at our major universities.  And the best scientists


in the world are all telling us that our activities are changing the climate, and if we don't act forcefully, we'll


continue to see rising oceans, longer, hotter heat waves, dangerous droughts and floods, and massive


disruptions that can trigger greater migration and conflict and hunger around the globe."  


In statements earlier Wednesday, Vitter and Cassidy said speeding up revenue sharing for off­shore oil and


gas drilling is the right thing to do,.


"The more money Louisiana receives from offshore oil and gas production, the more we can restore and


protect our coasts,"  Cassidy said. "We cannot let Louisiana's maritime, shipping, energy and construction


jobs be threatened by coastal erosion."


Said Vitter: "I've always said that they're our coasts, our risk, and our workers; so we should get more of


that revenue to stay here in Louisiana."
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Coastal programs to see 5 percent budget cuts in 2015­16, Coastal
Authority Executive Director says


cpra­logo.jpg


The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority will see 5 percent budget cuts in fiscal years 2015 and


2016, according to its executive director. (CPRA)


Mark Schleifstein, NOLA.com | The Times­Picayune By Mark Schleifstein, NOLA.com | The Times­


Picayune 


Email the author | Follow on Twitter 


on January 21, 2015 at 10:20 PM, updated January 22, 2015 at 6:37 AM


The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority will see a 5 percent cut in its budget, including for


restoration and protection projects, in fiscal year 2015 and 2016, the authority's director confirmed


Wednesday evening. The cuts are in line with reductions being requested of other state agencies by Gov.


Bobby Jindal.


"Similar to other state agencies, we were asked to provide 5 percent as allowable by law," said Authority


Executive Director Kyle Graham in an email. "That equates to $2.2M for FY15 and FY16."


And in 2016, the agency will not fund several programs, including its Conservation and Restoration


Partnership Fund, under which the state partners with non­profits, businesses, landowners, and local


governments to build projects.


In a presentation to the authority's board on Wednesday, Stuart Brown of the CPRA staff said the state has


awarded more than $9.3 million under the program for projects that have been matched by $10.2 million


from partners.


Brown said the fund would provide $1 million to four projects in fiscal year 2015, but did not mention the


plan to halt the program during the next year.


Graham said the authority also would halt financial assistance to local levee authorities in 2016, including


the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority­East and West, and would halt other innovative


programs.


"We intend to re­initiate in future years," Graham said.


The cuts were discussed during a meeting of the authority's finance working group on Wednesday


afternoon, and were immediately attacked by three national and two state environmental organizations







that participate in the working group. That meeting followed the authority's monthly business meeting, at


which staffers outlined how the state's $50 billion, 50­year Master Plan for coastal restoration and


protection likely would be revised in 2017 to add another $20 billion of projects.


The state also is awaiting word from a federal trial underway in New Orleans that will determine the


amount of Clean Water Act fines that BP and its drilling partners will pay for the 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon


oil spill.


"Clearly, Louisiana is facing a short­term budgetary crisis, but CPRA is tackling a much more serious long­


term crisis," said a statement released late Wednesday by the Environmental Defense Fund, National


Wildlife Federation, National Audubon Society, Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana and the Lake


Pontchartrain Basin Foundation. "If we lose the fight against the forces of coastal erosion, we lose our


homes, our coastal towns and cities, our jobs, and we devastate our local and national economy. We are in


the very early stages of developing the long­term strategies we'll need to fund the plan – and we have a


long way to go. In the meantime, cutting CPRA's program support is short­sighted and ill­advised."


The groups pointed out that the state's coastal region is both an economic driver and the front line for


protecting coastal cities and towns from both storms and rising water from the Gulf of Mexico resulting from


erosion.


"Today's budget cuts diminish the CPRA's ability to do its job, putting communities at risk and slowing down


restoration efforts.  These cuts are an unfortunate attempt to hastily balance a budget while potentially


having lasting impacts on our coastal economy and on the safety of coastal residents," the groups said.
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FORT WORTH, TEXAS, Jan. 21, 2015 ­ An Environmental Protection Agency official says agency employees
charged with rule­making for the Renewable Fuels Standard every year are working hard to implement changes, but
the growing complexity of the statute is slowing their progress.


Speaking to members of the National Biodiesel Board at their annual conference in Fort Worth, Texas, EPA Senior
Policy Adviser Paul Argyropoulos said a rule covering Renewable Volume Obligations (RVOs) should be coming from
the agency in the coming months.


“The most recent indication from the agency ­­ an official in the agency ­ was that we're going to be doing this this
spring,” Argyropoulos said. “I'll stick with that, because the administrator [Gina McCarthy] said that. That certainly is
the timeline that people should expect..."


“What that something is is going to be a complete mystery to everybody because I can't say anything and I certainly
don't want to move any markets,” he said.


Renewable fuel advocates have been critical of the agency's lapse in issuing RVOs for 2014 and 2015, but
Argyropoulos said the delay certainly isn't for lack of trying. He said the team assigned to the RVOs has been working
“tirelessly,” but the difficulty of complying with the RFS statute and controversial interpretation of its language continues


EPA official says agency is working hard on RFS, but issue is complex


By Spencer Chase
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to be an issue for EPA employees.


“We've had a lot going on in (Washington, D.C.), although not that anybody would know about it,” Argyropoulos said.
“These are not easy issues . . . The specifics that are provided in the act itself and how we apply those has gotten more
and more controversial, and dealing with those issues has unfortunately over the last couple of years ­­ but more
specifically this past year ­­ become very very difficult for us to address.”


While there was some agreement among convention panelists in other breakout sessions that EPA's employees have
been diligent on the issue, others speaking at the convention were not convinced. Byron Dorgan said he helped write
the RFS during his 16 years as a Democratic senator from North Dakota, and he struggles to understand EPA's delay.


“It suggests to me that there is not a minimum threshold for embarrassment,” said Dorgan, who now serves as a senior
fellow with the Bipartisan Policy Center  “This is really pretty unbelievable.”


No matter their level of embarrassment, Argyropoulos said EPA employees will keep working on the “formidable task”
of issuing RVO figures for 2014, 2015, and 2016.
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Opinion: Don't politicize producer's Checkoff
2 comments • 2 months ago


Walt Morris — This is the first response that I
have seen that makes any sense. Why are we
letting the NCBA continue to rob us and then
spend our …


Starbucks wants cage­free eggs, sets
standards for meat, dairy
1 comment • a month ago


Randy Janssen — National animal rightsgroups
like the HSUS, PETA and the ASPCA have
become urbanconcentrated vegan cults. They
raise …


Lobbyist picked to lead Senate committee as
it rewrites nutrition programs
2 comments • 13 days ago


marcbrazeau — I guess everyone with a public
health nutrition background was already busy.


Exports: A Path to Greater Sustainability?
1 comment • a month ago


Tim Gieseke — Agree. Money is a metric. By
adding another [sustainability] metric, money
gets smarter..and maybe wiser.
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Two steps, one sticker begins later this year
Posted: Thursday, January 22, 2015 12:00 am


Austin County Tax Assessor­Collector Marcus A. Peña is informing motorists of the Texas “One
Sticker Program” set for March 1, 2015.


In an effort to keep our public aware of the ever­changing laws in our transportation code, Peña
wishes to pass along information from the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.


Two Steps, One Sticker. Beginning March 1, the state will stop issuing vehicle inspection stickers.
After this, in order to register your vehicle, you will be required to pass a vehicle inspection not more
than 90 days prior to the date your registration expires. After passing an inspection, the inspection
station will update your electronic inspection record with the results and issue you a paper vehicle
inspection report. When you go to register your vehicle, your inspection will be verified
electronically to determine if your vehicle is eligible for registration at that time.


Transitioning to this new process will require every vehicle’s inspection and registration to expire at
the same time. In order to do this in the first year you will be allowed to register your vehicle if your
vehicle inspection is valid the day you register. TxDMV is working with DPS and TCEQ on the
implementation of this program, and once program details are finalized, that information will be made
available to the public.


At this time, additional information about the program can be found on the TxDMV website at
www.txdmv.gov. Simply select the “Two Steps, One Sticker” heading from the Motorists tab at the top
of the homepage to access the content.


For further updates go to www.txdmv.gov or visit: www.austincounty.com or Facebook us: Austin
County Tax Office or Twitter us: @MarcusAPenaTAC or call 979­865­8633 for more information.
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Print this news item


Texas Unveils Fracking Country Air Monitor Set to Track
Pollution
Karnes County and surrounding districts welcomed exciting news this month with the announcement that an air monitor
has been installed in the heart of the Eagle Ford Shale formation. As the biggest oil and gas development on the planet,
the sedimentary rock formation received over US$30 billion of developmental investment in 2013! Yet despite the
immense value of what lies beneath the constant extraction of resources has left environmental specialists questioning
the quality of the surrounding air.


If you’re not familiar with the environmental concerns surrounding fracking, you might enjoy reading Protecting Employee Health
During Fracking or the Dangers of Fracking first.


A solution to rising concerns


Cue the installation of the region’s very first air monitor which is set to begin official operations after a series of calibration tests
to determine its precision. The new device was commissioned by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
after its analysts voiced concern over a recent air quality review that measured hydrocarbon emissions in populated areas.
Installation was fast­tracked by encouragement from local officials and government representatives, investigative reports and
residents who were concerned about the quality of the air they inhale on a daily basis. Measuring in at 40 x 40 feet, the monitor
resembles a large cargo trailer equipped with towering antennas. It’s housed in the grounds of the Karnes County courthouse
which is situated in the heart of Karnes City.


Pressure for legislation reviews


While it is a step forward for Texas environmentalists are still concerned that high readings of chemicals may not trigger
legislative concern. This is because unlike most other states, official Texan air quality guidelines allow higher levels of certain
substances. As well as improving ambient air quality data from the monitor will also be used to establish whether or not it’s
time for Texas to review its current policies on emissions from the oil and gas industry.


Cutting edge technology


Coming with a price tag of US$122,000, the monitor is fitted with three state­of­the­art instruments designed to measure the
presence of certain chemicals and pollutants. Every hour the trio record ambient air samples and analyse them for 46 volatile
organic compounds, as well as traces of hydrogen sulfide, nitric oxide and nitrogen dioxide. After the monitor’s accuracy has
been confirmed TCEQ analysts will assess any negative health impacts of the ambient air quality. Long­term and short­term
health risks will be calculated, as well as other public concerns such as odour. Once identified the TCEQ will use the data to
track the source of the pollution and take action to stop the release of harmful chemicals and toxins into the air. This information
will then be released to the public via the organisation’s website.


A broad perspective


While the oil and gas industry has been pegged as the major culprit TCEQ maintains that it’s also important to look at other
sources such as exhaust fumes from vehicles. He also stresses that the presence of toxins doesn’t necessarily imply a direct
health threat to the local population.  At the end of the day, the key purpose of the air monitor is to establish a neutral
representation of ambient air quality and help the community make informed decisions based on what is found.


"The idea is to put the emissions into a context so people can make rational decisions rather than being alarmed," explains a
TCEQ representative.


Image Source: Fracking
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Another Yellowstone River oil spill
Pipeline safety regulation hasn't changed much since the last spill.


Cally Carswell | Jan. 22, 2015 | Web Exclusive


This weekend, a pipeline leaked up to 40,000 gallons of crude oil into the
Yellowstone River upstream of Glendive, Montana, which draws its drinking water
from the river. Residents reported foul smells wafting from their taps, and testing
revealed elevated benzene levels in the municipal treatment plant's water. The
county told residents not to drink tap water, and the company that owns the
pipeline, Bridger Pipeline, began trucking water to the town. 


 



https://www.hcn.org/author_search?getAuthor=Cally%20Carswell&sort_on=PublicationDate&sort_order=descending





Canadian geese on a stretch of the Yellowstone impacted by the 2011 oil spill. Courtesy U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.


Unfortunately, the whole mess conjures a sense of deja vu. On July 1, 2011, an
ExxonMobil pipeline also running beneath the Yellowstone ruptured
(https://www.hcn.org/issues/43.13/yellowstone-leak-highlights-a-different-kind-of-
oil-spill) near Laurel, Montana, vomiting 63,000 gallons of crude oil into the river.
Already at flood stage, it flushed hydrocarbon slicks into riparian habitat and across
nearby agricultural fields. The accident came just a year after a much more
devastating spill flooded Michigan's Kalamazoo River with some 800,000 gallons of
crude from the Canadian tar sands.


The mishaps helped draw attention to the vulnerabilities of the country's pipelines,
especially where they cross rivers, and to the weaknesses of regulations dictating
precautions companies must take to avoid breaches and to respond to them when
they do occur. Congress convened hearings on pipeline safety within weeks of the
Yellowstone spill, and at the end of the year, passed the The Pipeline Safety,
Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011.
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So when the Yellowstone became laced with oil again, it raised a larger question:
Are rivers underlaid with pipelines any better buffered against significant spills
than they were in 2011? 


I called Rebecca Craven, program director at the Pipeline Safety Trust, a watchdog
group formed by families whose children were killed when a gas pipeline exploded
in Bellingham, Washington in 1999. When I told Craven I wanted to know more
about what reforms had resulted from the 2011 pipeline safety act, she responded
that it would be a very short conversation. Not much at all had changed, she said.  


The 2011 act called for studies into various issues, like whether existing regulations
were adequate for pipelines carrying diluted bitumen
(http://insideclimatenews.org/print/26538), the heavier, more corrosive crude
produced in the tar sands, and a review of incidents involving hazardous liquid
pipelines that cross inland waters. It also allowed the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration to levy higher fines against companies for safety
violations. 


But so far, the studies have not led to new rules to address some of the major areas
of regulatory weakness that pipeline safety advocates have identified. Those include
requiring the use of remote-controlled shut-off valves, or more protective automatic
shut-off valves. The latter close automatically in response to drops in pressure,
providing the quickest response to a breach and protection against serious spills.
With respect to rivers, safety advocates would like to see the depth at which
pipelines must be buried increase in order to decrease the likelihood that scouring
of the riverbed during high water would expose a pipeline, leaving it vulnerable to
rushing rocks and debris. 


"The 2011 bill really didn’t enact any new regulatory requirements," Craven said.
"Things are where they were in 2011."


The head of pipeline safety at the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration (PHMSA), Jeffrey Wiese, acknowledged as much in
2013. InsideClimate News (http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20130911/exclusive-
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pipeline-safety-chief-says-his-regulatory-process-kind-dying) published remarks
made that year by Wiese to an audience in New Orleans:


Wiese told several hundred oil and gas pipeline compliance officers that his agency
... has "very few tools to work with" in enforcing safety rules even after Congress in
2011 allowed it to impose higher fines on companies that cause major accidents.


"Do I think I can hurt a major international corporation with a $2 million civil
penalty? No."


A team which includes the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality, PHMSA, the company and spill response
contractors they've hired, has deployed to the scene. However, the EPA reports that
ice flows in the river are complicating cleanup efforts. 


At this point, it's hard to say whether stronger regulations could have helped
prevent the newest Yellowstone River spill. Details about the incident are still
emerging, and the cause is not yet known. (PHMSA will investigate the cause and
response.) Bill Salvin, a spokesman for Bridger Pipeline, said the pipeline was
buried at variable depths below the riverbed, and 8 feet at the shallowest. (Salvin did
not immediately return an inquiry to clarify whether the 8-foot measurement was
taken recently, or represents the depth the pipeline was initially buried at.)
Pipelines are required to be buried a minimum of 4 feet under waterways, but
safety advocates argue the standard is wholly inadequate in many dynamic rivers.
Salvin also said the pipeline was inspected in 2012 with a "smart pig," a device
inserted inside pipelines to assess their integrity, which Craven said should be in
compliance with inspection rules, which vary depending on a pipeline's location,
but at their strictest require inspections every 5 years. 


Whatever the outcome of the investigation, however, the incident provides occasion
to ask, again, whether we should be doing more to protect our communities and
our environment from the hazards beneath our feet. 


Cally Carswell is a High Country News contributing editor and freelance science and
environmental journalist based in Santa Fe, New Mexico.   Follow @callycarswell
(https://twitter.com/callycarswell)
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Environmental Task Force Looking at
Water, Air Quality


JOPLIN, MO­­­A local environmental group is hoping more people will take steps to protect four states air and water
quality. The Environmental Task Force of Jasper and Newton Counties works with issues ranging from EPA clean up
activities to water quality and ozone levels.


The project started out more than a decade ago based in Joplin, later expanding to the two county area. And that group
also works with those in northeast Oklahoma and southeast Kansas on issues like Spring River, which crosses state
lines.


For more on task force operations, click here (http://www.envtaskforce.com/) to connect with the official website.
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